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In his letter of July 5th, 1945 to Los Wright, Chairman of, 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission, Mr. Justice Jackson, the 
United States Chief of Counsel for Prosecution of Axis Criminality, 
explained the plan for the prosecution of the German Major War 

“Criminals, their principal agents and accessories before an Inter- 
national Military Tribunal. 


BT 


On page 5 of his letter he described their acts and actions 


which should be the subject-matter of an inaictnent “against them, 


as follows: 


1, "Pre-war infiltration by native and impórtod fifth columns, 
subversion, bribery, and subornation of corruption, all for 
the purpose of opening the door to' the defendants influence 
on local policy and of weakening or destroying resistance 
to the deferidants intendcd military and political cncroach- 
ments. 


Also, pre-war utilisation of economic devices, some of them 
frauds por وف‎ and others possibly not, for subjecting other 
nations to the cconomic domination of the Gorman Reich in 
pursuance of the criminal plan." 


"Employment of a policy of cntoring into treatics and agrec- 
ments and giving assurances of fricndly intcntions, without 

| moaning to observe them and thercaftcr treacherously violating 
thom in furtherance of the defendants plans of damination . 
and conquest." š 


"Taunching wars of aggression, in many instances trcachcrously 
and without warming," 


"After invasion, a common pattern of terrorisation of conquered 
"populations, mass murders; cnslavement, plundering and looting 
. and econamic spoliation generally; and the ruthless exploit- 

ation by diverse mearis of the human and economic treasure of 

the occu piod countrics." 


‘And he pointed out: 


"Tt is here that the members of your Commission and the 
Governments ropresent cd by them can make one more contribution 
of tho first importance towards rectifying tho wrongs which 
they have suffered, What is necdcd is to have cach of those 
countries document its experiences at the hands of tho German 
aggressor and make that documentation available for usc in 
the preparation of the min case," 


"A second important object of search would be for orders or 


other evidence supporting a direct tracing of responsibility 
to higher; and, perhaps to the highest, authorities," 


AU 
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The Commission met the wish of Justice Jackson and , 


recommended to the Governments represented to supply such an 


official report covered by the authority 01“ the respective Govern- 


ment a 


By letter of Angust 18th, 1945 to the Czechoslovak — 
in London, the British Foreign Ofiice on behalf of all four Powers, 
signatorios to the Agreement of August 8th, 1945, nskod also for euch 

an official document as Wished in the letter of Justice Jackson 
quoted abovc. | 

Camplying with these demands I already sent on September 
15th, 1945 to the four Chief Prosecutors preliminarily Part II 
ana Pert III of the Czechoslovak Report referring tb paras.2 and 


5 of Justice Jackson's letter. — 


The present document is a complete Report containing four 


Part I ad para. 1 page 3 of Justice Jackson's letter quoted 
above. 


Part II. ad para 2 of the letter 
Part III. ad para 3 of the letter and 
Part IV ad para با‎ of the lettere 
Furthermore , Part IV: contains a short final chaptor 
dealing with the question of personal and criminal responsibility 
for acts described in the Report. 
Finally a set of various official German documents e.g, 
Acts, Decrees, Orders, Ordinances etc. is annexed to tho Report,- 
The statements of مسو جد‎ interrogated by me in Germany or 
"> ¿in Mondorff in Luxembourg (K.H.Frank, B.Voss, J.v.Ribbentrop, V.Keitel), 
| are in the filos of the War Crimes Branch, USFZT, at Wiesbaden, to 
m I sent thom immediately after the intcrrogations. 
۸ My Govermment reserve the right alternatively to supplement 
E F^ change one or other paragraph in timc, when necessary. The 
Report does not and cannot cover the whole German criminality against 


Czechoslovakia. 


Thereby I have the honour to submit on behalf of tho 





Czcchoslovak Government. the present document to the four Chicf 
Prosecutors and various other authorities concerned, as an official 
Czcchoslovak Report for the prosecution and for the trial of the 
German major war criminals according to the Agreement of four Powers 


of August 8th, 1945. 


Colonel Dr. Bohuslav E ë ë r, 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Czcchoslovak Representative on 
the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission in London, 


fiue ۸ ۷ Liew‏ ۷۷6 رو 
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CHOSLOVAK R 0-[ PART LI. 
parael, page 3 of the 1 


etter of Justice Jackson to 
Wright of July 5th, 1945) 


SUMMARY o 
—— —- ل ا‎  - — 


Criminal Plan. 

The Realisation of the Plan, 

Methods in General. | 

The Chief Instrument: The Sudeten-German Henlein Movement. 
The Policy and Tactics of the "Sudetendeutsche Partei", 
System and Methods of Nazi Pre-War Infiltration. 
Intensified activity of the Henlein Nazis after Munich. 


Conclusion, 


> ` 


33 


از ااا 


H2352 -9 








7۷ LL 


Col.Dr,B. Ečer, 52 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 

Czechoslovak Representative on the 

United Nations War Crimes Commission, London, September 29th, 1915. 


CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT = PAR I 


(ad para.l, page 3 of the letter of Justice Jackson 
to Lord "right of July 5th, 1945) 


(1) Criminal Plan. 


Czechoslovakia was an obstacle to the German "Drang nach 
Osten" (Drive to the East) and to the domination of Europe: 

(a) Strategically. 

The words of BISMARCK: "Tho dominates Bohemia - dominates 
Europe" might have led HITLER s plan of aggression. 

Czechoslovakia was indecd of first strategical importance 
as a natural barrier and bastion against any military drive down to 
the Danube Basin and hence through the Eastern Carpathians to the East 
and along. the Danube Valley to the Balkanse 

Treaties of Czechoslovakia with France and the Sovict Union 
were for Germany pacts with her enemies from the West and fran the 
East as well. Strategically Czechoslovakia formed the link of the 
potential two fronts against Germany. 

Ficld Marshal: KEITEL, when interrogated by Dr. Ečer, Gzccho- 
slovak Representative on the United Nations War Crimes Commission 
and Chief of the Czechoslovak "ar Crimes Investigating Mission 
attached to War Crimes Branch, USFET, on August 3rd, 1945, in Mons 
- dorff, confirmed that the Agreement of Munich was directed against 


the Soviet Union because "Czechoslovakia was considered as a possible 


stepping-up area (Aufmarschgebict ) of the Sovict Union with operationally $ 


? 


dangerous consequences", A 
B 


General HALDER saw the strategic meaning of Munich in forcing d 
tho Czechoslovak Army to retire from its extremely strong linc of 


prepared fortifications, in handing over these fortifications to the 


enemy without fight, and in confining the Czechoslovak Army in a flat, 


= 8 
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narrow and wholly indcfonsiblo space, H2352 - 


(b) Politically. f 

seco ova kia was the last democratic bastion in Central Europe. 
It had its free democratic orzanis^ 
political partics, : >O 0 It had a democratic constitution 
which vouchsafcd to ovory citizen complete equality before the law 


without any discrimination with regard to language, race or religion. 

In the heart of Europe there was left a small indevendent country 
as a democratic and anti-fascist outpost of the "lest and E 
(c) Racin liv. 

Czechoslovakia was, in the overwhelming majority of its inhabitants 
a Slavonic state with a strong conscience of all Slav-solidarity. 

We mention the Tenth Sokol Congress held in the critical time 
of Summer 1959 in Prague, where once again the Sokol Congress bocar 


a demonstration of international Slav brotherhood even more than in 


Past ycars. 


(2) The Realisation of the Plan. 


"n1 


Thus Nazi Germany decided to "liquidate" Czechoslovakia firs 
As an independent stato and later as a nation. 

The first part of this plan was realised by invasion and 
Occupation from October lst to October lOth, 1938, apparent 
to the "Munich Agreement” .of September 29th, 1938, by setting up a Ger 
controlled so-called "Independent Slovakian State" on March Ith, 193° 
and by invasion and total occupation of Bohemia and Moravia on March 15th; 
1938. (Details in Parts II and III of this Report) 

The realisation of the second part of this plan (evacuation of 

۱ 

„what would remain of the Czech nation after the mass murders, massacres, 
Edda de-nationalisation etc., to the Fast) was proventod by 


Germany s defesnt. (As to the plan of evacuation 


the destruction of Czech national life sce Part 








short of actual military operations for ycars before the 
was struck via Munich in Octobcr 1950, 
The German Professor of Military Science, mala BANSE, in 
his book "Germany Prepares for War", London 1934, the English translation 
of which Germany mde such efforts to suppress, explains the methods of 
"pveace-time" preparations for war, methods which were afterwards 
yod against Czechoslovakia. 

He urges that disruptive propaganda should be set at work 
within the country itself "to dissolve the united mass of the 
enemy people". He goes on to recommend the creation of "Fifth Columns". 

“Auxiliary posts must be established in the capi 


of the country must be got hold of and influcnce exercised through 


MAUJ 
اك‎ 


press, film and radio. Clubs, social centres and roading-roons 
can all be brought into this service. Above all, whispering pro- 


- 


pagandaa..( Flllsterpropaganda) should bereorganised through nativo 
agents." 


يس 


(4) The Chief Instrument: The Sudcten-Gerran 


(a) Deutsche 

Fundamental parts of the national socialist idcology derived 
fron the Czechoslovak Germans KNIRSCH, KREBS and JUNG who, in 
Bohemia in May 1918, had reconstituted the German National Socialist 


Workers Party (Deutsche Nationalsozialistische Arbeiter Fartei 


DNSAP). HITLER s party to come was the Nationalsozialistische 


Deutsche Arbeiter-Partei NSDAP. 

In permanent contact with the National Socialists: of 
the Reich the German National Socialists in Czechoslovakia founded 
an organisation called "Volksport" (People's Sport for youths over 


21, modelled exactly on tho Storm Troops (S.A. ) of the Reich. 
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Headstrong youths of the "Volksport" sailed nearest the wind. 


In 1932, its student ring-leaders were charged with planning armed rebellion 


on behalf of a foreign power and sentenced for conspiring against the 
Republic, for having openly endorsed the 21 points of HITLER s prograrme, 
the first of which demanded the union of all Germans in a Great German 
State. 


This incident wis greatly exploited against the so-called 
Activists (German partics co-operating with the Czechs), who were 
accused of complacence to the Czechs and failure to vindicate German 
rights. It coincided with HITLER و‎ accession to power. 

Late in1933, the National Socialist Party in Czechoslovakia 
forestalled its dissolution by voluntary 1 ا[‎ and several of 

chiefs escaped across the fronticr. This caused in German press 
adio an outburst of violent threats against Czechoslovakia. 

For a year the Nazi activity in Czechoslovakia was continued 

underground. 
(b) Deutsche Heimatfront e. 

SONC TL ee O ۳۹ 


On October lst, 1934, Konrad HENLEIN, the. “unpolitical" 


gymnastic instructor of the German Gymnastic Federation (Turnverband) 
is de 


- 


of the Republic, established the "Germen Home Front" (Deutsche Heimat- 
front). He denied any relation to the late German National Socialist 
Party in Czechoslovakia and any connection of the “German Home Front" 
with the Nazi Party in Germany as well. He even refused to organise 
the German Homo Front on party lines, nlthough he built it up on the 


1 d - 7 LÀ 4 - ? ° = 7 8 ` 
basis of the inzi "Yuchrerprinzip" (principle of leadership), and 


" ١ 


himself beesne the "Fuchrer" of tho "Heimatfront". But ho attomptód 


a camouflage: he rejected pan-Germanism, he insisted that Fascism and 


, 


Nazism alike lost their natural “raison à etre" at the Czechoslovak 


frontiers; He declared himself against the revision of the Versnilles 
Treaty, he professed the unconditional respect for individual rights 
and liberties, hc argued with great fervour that loyalty of tho " Sudeten 


Germans" to the German nation and nt the samc time to the Czechoslovak 


State were not mutually exclusive. 
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"Sudotendeutsche Partei 
choslovak election system is based on Party representation. 
therefore, changed the German Home Front into the "Sudeten- 
Partei" (Sudeten Germans ' Party), for the purpose of participation 
the General Elections of May 1935 for the National Assembly. 
sconomic distress owing to the trade crisis increased the 
susceptibility of the German population in Czechoslovakia for the 
new German Messiah and HENLEIN won a resounding victory over all other 
German partics. 
"hen the election results wore made known - the Henleinists 
won علاط‎ sents in the Chamber of Deputies to the National Assembly - 
HENLEIN sent a loyalty telegram to President Masaryk. 


Policy and Tactics of the "Sudetendeut sche Partei", 


(a) 1935 - 1936: Still"for Democracy" . 

HENLEIN continued to present himself as a friend of democracy 
especially in London where he lectured in 1935 at Chatham House in 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs, He stated there that 
he refused the totalitarian principle and that he was in favour of 
"an honest democracy". "We want a democracy y such as is 0 
by Masaryk", ho emphasized. He denied "Nazism" or "Hitlerism" to 

T 


be a doctrine "suitable for ox: portation", he rejected anti-Semitisn. 


(b) 1957: 3 otc auton ony of Sudoten Germans but still within 
0 e 20011 2 8 1.3 Repi ublic. 


In 1937 HENL3SIN struck a somewhat shriller note than before 
demanding, without defining "complete Sudcten autonomy". The "Sudeten- 
| 
deutsche Partci" laid. draft proposals before Parliament amounting.to 
little short of ris ^ state within a state. The whole document, 
though rod erately w rae ms already based on totalitarian principles. 


(c) 1958: For Nazism and for Incorporation of the Suücten Areas into 
Li wa—ÍI' ra —Q مه‎ waqamun. ف الوطم سسس‎ NI - — ——— ال و‎ 


مہ اس عم عدم 


the German Reich, 


After the occupation of Austria (March 1938) the Henleinists 


openly jubilated. Nearly all German "Activist parties" wore now 
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stampeded into tho Henlein camp leaving the fight against the "Sudeton- 


à 


deutsche Partei" only to the German Social Democrats and Communists. 
terroristu of the Henleinists increased. They intensificd their 
'!inst "Bolshevism". Open anti-Sonitio propaganda started 

in thc Honloin' press. 

On April 24th, 1938, HENLEIN cane into the open with his 
"Karlsbad Programme", set forth in his speech made to the Party Congress 
in Karlovy Vary. In every line of it could be heard not so much Herr 
HENLEIN himself as his master’s voice. In the Karlsbad Programe 
ariong others the right of tho Sudeten Germans to profess "German political 

@ Su in other words, National Socialism, was claimed. 
| In May 1938, HENLEIN visited HITLER in Berlin and after 
obtaining his master s instructions was back in London at his ola 
şame of intriguing against the Czechoslovak Republic. 

The Local Government clections in May 1938 - well prepared by 
the Henleinists by vast propaganda, opened terrorism, unscrupulous 
using of money, bribery of electors etc., - showed 80-90% of votes 
for HENLEIN, So almost the whole German population stood behind 
HENLEIN, 

The Czech Government continued to negotiate with HENLEIN, 


but on September 14th, = two days before HITLER fulminated in his 


O omors. speech against "this Benes" and accused him of "torturing" 


and planning the "extermination" of the Sudeten Germans - he threw 
off his mask, fled to the Reich declaring on the wireless: "We want 
to go home to the Reich", and denouncing "the Hussite Bolshevik 
criminals of Prague". 

KH. FRANK, interrogated by-Colonel Dr. B, Eğer on May 30th, - 
1945,.at Wiesbaden, stated that the slogan “Heim ins Reich" ( Hanc- 
wards to the Reich) was backed by 907» of the Sudetemn Germans, 


13 € o TT =q 5 5 Ld 
Few people know before that FLINLBIN went on HITLER s pay-roll 


w 
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already in 1933, 
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After Munich the "Sudetendeutsehe Partei", in the areas ceded 


tsche Partei" changed into a Nazi Party. 
— n — — v t بس یی‎ — — t tt t سس‎ 


LIS 
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to Germany, centered as a whole into the Reich s Nazi Party. In the 


not yct occupied parts of the Republic, the "Sudetendeutsche Partei" 


constituted itself as "Nationalsozialistische deutsche Arbëitoer-Partei 
in der Tschechoslovakei" (German Nazi Party in Czechoslovakia). 
After the total occupation (March 15th, 1939) of Bohemia and 
party too became part of the Reich Nazi Party. (About 


1:12:01 see Section 7s) 


March &th, 1941, in Vienna, published 
UOT OTN 


HENLEIN stated: "In order to protect ourselves 
5 we were compelled to lic and to deny our 
allegiance to the National Socialist cause. We should have preferred 
advocating National Socialism openly. However, it is doubtful whether 
in doing so, we would ‘have been able to perform the task of destroying. 
Czechoslovakia." 


(6) System and Methods of Nazi Pre-War Infiltration. 


(a) Seeds of Discord. 

The Nazi Party s study and research groups had. long been 
instructed not only to establish close co-operation with the German 
rinority in the Czechoslovak Republic, but also to win over adherenta 
from the Slovak autonomist opposition. Long before the Austrian 
Anschluss in March 1938, Nazi circles were not only in closc 
contact with Slovak traitors living in exile (most of whom were 
directly employed by the Hungarian irredentists), but also tried 
to establish contacts in the organisational machinery of Hlinka و‎ 
Slovak Peoples Party (thé Slovak Catholic People's Party of the 
late Monsignor Andrew HLINKA). When the traitor Béla TUXA (later 
to become Prime Minister of "independent" Slovakia) was tried for 


espionage and treason in 1929, the evidence established the Nazi 





Tw 


The Nazi Party had paid agents among the higher staff of 


conmmectiors with him. 


the Hlinka Purty. Their task was to render inpggsible any understanding 


between the Slovak autonomists ana the slovak parties in the Govern- 
ment at Prague. | 

K.H. FRANK, interrogated by Col.Dr. B. Ečer on May 30th, 1945, | 
at Wiesbaden, confirmed the close co-operation between the “Sudetendeut sche 
Partei" (Sudeten German Party, headed by Konrad HENLEIN; dctails sec 
Sections and 5) with the Slovakian People s Party. 

(b) Espionage.. 

Military espionage was conducted by members of the German 
minority on behalf of Germany. The Republic had to amend in 1936 the 
"Act for Protection of tho Republic" of 1925 to cope with tbe wide= 
spread treason activity of the Henleinists and of the Reich Germens 
from beyond the frontier. 

Plans of Henléifiists discovered by the police showed that 
the Henlein Nazis had, in every district, compiled lists of all German 
democrats, socialists and communists as wel1 :as of Czechs of all parties, 
and were planning to round up and arrest them êi the anticipated 
arrival of tho Reichswehr. 

(c) Murder, terrorism, anti-semitism. 

The Nazis from the Reich sent directly to Czechoslovakia their I A ° 
terrorists and murderers; thus the anti-Nazis, Professor Theodor Lessing » 
ana Ing. Formis who escaped after 1933 from Germany and were given 
refuge in Czechoslovakia, were murdered in Czechoslovakia by Nazi agents, 
Lessing in 1933 and Formis in 1935. The Nazis from the Reich sent 
their Gestapo into the border districts to drag Czechoslovak citizens 
acrosá the border to Germany. They also sent moncy and arms to the. 
Henleinists who time and again provoked inoidents in order just to 
keep permanent unrest. They attacked gendarmes, customs officers and 


other State officials who time and again Buffered casualties. The 


Henleinists terrorised the non-Honlein population and in several cases 


51e 
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muriered political foese 
Anti-semitic propaganda was carried through in the Henloin 
press and boycott set in against Jewish lawyers, doctors, tr: 


ar T E 
shops eto, 


Disruptive propaganda came from Gertiany especia ly throuch the 
German broadcasts. Dr. GOEBBELS launched "The-Nest-of-Boils} 
jninst Czechoslovakia and the lic of “Russian-troops-and-air- 
planes-in-Prapyue" ctc > Nazis from tho Reich directed the whi 
ing propaganda of the Henleinists thus maintaining a ng state of 
high tension in the 
The Henleinists spread more or less openly the Nazi ideo lomy 
among the German population through their press and publications and 
# smuggle illegal Nazi literature into the border rerions from Germany. 
if 5 
(e) Headquarters in Germany. 
The Nazis entertained in Stuttrarté-the "Aus and-Orranisrtion 


55 


der NSDAP" for German propaganda in other countries in co-operation with 
the. German population of those countrics...This organisation..was headed 
by Gauleiter BOHLE, who had the task of administering the "Cau Ausland" 
district: foreim countries), A comprehensive ystem with scientific 
methods of penetration was worked oute In Czechoslovakia the tool 
of German infiltration through Fifth Columns was the "Sudctendeutsche 
Partei" (see Sections با‎ nnd 
(f) Nazification of German Institutions in the Czechoslovak Republic, 
The Henleinists penetrated systematically step by step into 
the whole life of the German population of Czechoslovakia 
All institutions underwent gradually Gleichschaltung! Mw 
the provailin:; domination of all Associations, social and cultural 
centres ctc., by the Henleinists. Sport societies, í Football, light 
athletics, rowin;' clubs etc., WOIC 'Ponqueroda" just AS associations of 
crvice men, choral si ieties or associations for dict reforme 


Nearly all theatres in Geman parts of Czechoslovakian were 
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"gonquerea" by the Nazis, end all German orchestras as well. 
It goes without saying that the Henloinists were greatly 
interested in penetrating into as many economic institutions as 
possible and to bring over to their side the directors of bonks, 
the owners or directors of factories, commercial firms etc. In 
cases of Jewish owners or directors they tried to secure the co-operation 


of possibly the whole clerical and technical staff of the respective 


institutions: 


e Henieinists entertained permanent contact with their 

German mastors, 

Attendance of Sudeten Germans at Reich German celebrations, 
Sacngerfeste (Choral Festivals), Gymnastic Shows and Assemblics, 
the Leipzig Fair etc., were often the pretext for organised meetings 
to instruct the native Fifth Columnists and to inspire their activity. 

Whenever HITLER, in his War of Nerves against Czechoslovakia, 
needed incidents, the Henleinists supplied them promptly, 


As one instance of many we quote Sir Nevile HENDERSON who 


— s 


reports in his book "Failure of a Mission", London, April 1940, the 
mecting of CHAMBERLAIN and HITLER in Berchtesgaden on September 15th, 
1938: | 
"....there was a constant influx of German Press telegrams 
about incidents in the Sudeten lands. One, I remember, 
reported that forty Germans had been killed in a clash some- 
where with Czcch gendarmes. A British observer, of whom there 
were already a number in Czechoslovakia, and who was immediately 
sent to verify the facts of the ease, subscquently ascertained 
that there had, in fact, been one death." 3 
Henderson adds that it was a typical. example of the method 


of oxaggoration and actual falsification of ۰0 
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(7) Intensificd Activity of the Honlein Nazis 


after Munich, 


After Munich HENLZIN s deputy KUNDT became the leader of 
the German minority still left inside the mutilated Republic ond. 
created unscrupulously as many artificial "focal points of German 
culture" as possible. Germans from the districts handed over to 
Germany were ordered from Berlin to continuc their studics at the 
German University in Prague, and to make it a centre of aggressive 
Nazism. The post-Munich government had to allow the German minority 
in Prague and other Czech parts of the country "to develop freely in 
Radon ath the Nazi theories and not to prohibit its political 
activity". 

It goes without saying that that "political activity" pursued 
only the aim to undermine and to weaken the Czechs” resistance against 
the commands from Germany. 


The Henleinists co-operated with the Gestapo from the Reich 


infiltrating into the-Republic. 


The press was, via facti, Rs to censorship exercised 
by Germans. 

German civil servants who, before Munich, had become mombers 
of the SDP, attained dominating influence in their positions and 
assisted the Nazi infiltration into Czechoslovak public and private 


institutions. 


Conclusion, 


The separatibn of "Sudetengebiet" was the death blow for the 
economic independence of Czechoslovakia. The frontiers imposed on. 


| 
her by the Agreement of Munich and Vienna out her railway lines at 
many places, thus making impossible any strategic defence of the 
mutilated country, which soon fell a victim to the German aggression, 


= 


HENLEIN و‎ Fifth Célumns in Czéchoslovakia as described above, 
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had their big part in assisting HITLER to achieve his ain, 


As HZNLEIN put it (sce Section 5, (e) ): "We should have 


preferred advocating National Sociàlisn openly, However, it is 
doubtful whether in doing so wel would have been able to perform 
the task of destroying Czechoslovakia." 
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CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT Y 48:54 
(ad para, 2, page 5 of the letter of Justice Jackson to 
Lord Wright of July 5th, 1945) 


Deception applied by the Germans as normal 
diplomatic method. 

Germany's obligations towards Czechoslovakia 
and their violation. 
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ND RSON, former Ambassador of 
is book "Failure a Mission": 
German Government had 
move on the part 
the Austrian 


n+ وج‎ E "c 4 3 } KETM 
tement was confirmed by KEITZ 


roops into Austris ^?" 


fact that 


ne 
X. 
many tovards 
s of ‘Germ 
surances to me 1 was authorised 


issurances were given 


to the Czech Minister y NEURATH and GOERING, by the latter on 


y told the Czech Minister that Germany 
nan Arbitration Treaty concluded at 

Locarno October 6 32 ticle 1 of this Treaty reads as follows: 

Kia and Germany 
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Article 17 of is Treaty reads as follows: "All matte 
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the Czechoslovak Government and the German Gov rernnent would disagree 


y manner by usual diplomatic 


other agreements valid between the parties will be 
Permanent Commission of Arbitration which will be entrusted 


ينح تایب ب 


st to the parties acceptable solutions and to report in every single 


1938 HITLER decided 
nst Czechoslo- 
Reichstag on January 30, 
that the German 
minority was oppressed in Czechos slovakia and stated: "In view of this in- 
tolerable provocati which ; further intensified by a truly infamous 
persecution and terrorism of our fellow countrymen living in those terri- 
tories I am, therefore, resolved to solve once and for all, and this 
ime radically, this Sudeten German question. May 20 I ordered: 


aeae).That preparations should be made for military action against this 


beb.) That the c: ction of our western defence should be greatly 
` 


— 


1 2T A Wid led 


m D^ ` 
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Col. Dr. BR interrogated KEITEL on August 4, 1945 about this 
point. KEITEL stated: "T consider as possible that appropriate instructions 
were given, although I do not know anythi ing about it because as far as 

can recollect the appropriate preparatory measures were taken later on 
in the summer, but I think that HITLER s statements were correct." 
one month after the 


territorial integrity of Czechoslovakia and the 2 


Arbitration Treaty, HITLER already having achieved by deceptive declarations e 


his aim (to prevent Czechoslovak mobilisation at tho time of the Austrian 
crisis) already decided to go over to military action in violation of his 
pledges of the declaration of his government and in violation of the 
CzechoslLovak-German Arbitration Treaty of October 16, 1925. 

(a) Munich. It is quite superfluous to state facts concerning 


Munich because they have already been published. ‘We sum up: 
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a.a.) Yielding to joint Anglo-French pressure the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment accepted the French and British proposals to cede without 
plebiscite and without the consent of parliament Czechoslovak 

E. T 0. T. 

areas with more than 50%/ma ۰ 
The Czechoslovak Government in their answer expressly stated that 
they accepted the proposals "assuming that both Governments would 
do everything in order to safeguard the vital interest of the 
Czechoslovak State" and under the condition that a general guarantee 
would be given to the remainder of Czechoslovakia against unprovoked 
aggression. This guarantee was also promised by HITLER and 
MUSSOLINI. 

۲ 1 Minister MASARYK, in his letter dated 25th September 1938, to 

Lord HALIFAX pointed out that Czechoslovakia accepted the British-French 

proposals under extreme duress and "because it followed fram the Anglo-French 

pressure that these powers would accept the responsibility for the 

reduced Czechoslovak frontiers and would guarantee their support in the 

event of Czechoslovakia being feloniously attacked". MASARYK already 

forsaw what HITLER s next step would be. 
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CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT - PART III, 


(ad para. 2, page 3 of the letter of Justice Jackson to 
Lord Wright of 5th July, 1945) 


SUMMARY, 


October 1-10th, 1938. 
March 15th, 1939. 


The fate of the Czech People as prepared by 
the Germans. 








E e. 1۳۲ 


Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Czechoslovak Representative on the 
United Nations Warr Crimes Commission. 


London, September 10th, 1945. 


REPORT 


(ad parae3, page 3 of the letter of Justice 
Jackson to Lord Wright of 5th July, 1945. ) 


The Invasion of Czechoslovakia. 


Le October 1-10, 1938. The Munich "Agreement" extorted fran the 
Western Powers and Czechoslovakia by blackmail, was described by KEITEL, 
when interrogated by Col.Dr. B. ECER, Czechoslovak Representative on 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission and Chief of the Czechoslovak 
War Crimes Investigating Mission attached to War Crimes Branch, USFET, 
on August وج‎ 1945, at Mondorff, as an agreement, the purpose of which was 
to exclude the Soviet Union from the European affairs and to liquidate 
Czechoslovakia as "Aufmarschgebict" for the Soviet Union. It is not 
necessary to prove the illegality and nullity fron thé very beginning 
of this so-called "agreement" from the standpoint of international law, 
For the purpose of this report only two facts should bc stressed: 
(a) That the pledge of guarantee was never fulfilled by Germany. 
(b) That even the "agreement" itself was violated by Germany, who 
occupied since October Lst up to October lOth, 1938, in flagrant 
violation of it, areas with great Czech majorities purely from 
a strategic point of view, and later on (March 15, 1939) the 


whole of Boheria and Moravia, 


The occupation was carried out apparently on the basis,of the Munich 


"agreement", but.was also carricd out in violation of the same "agreement", 


An interesting document was handed over to same members of the British 

Parliament on October 31, 1938. It was a memorandum dated London, Hotel 
Mount Royal, 3lst October 1958 and signed by Dr. Bohuslav EGER, at that 
time Vice Mayor of d He together with the actual Chargé à “Affaires 


of Czechoslovakia in London, Dr. Jaroslav CÍSAR, were sent by the town 


*/ We enclose a copy of this memorandum. 
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council of Brno to London in order to explain to British responsible 
political circles that the Germans had already violated the Munich "Agree- 
ment" in October 1938 by occupying axes with great Czech majorities in 
contradistinction to the Munich "Agreement" that only areas with a German 
majority of over 50% should be occupied, It is not surprising that it 

was the council of the great town of Brno, capital of Moravia, thus a local 


government, who sent this small delegation to Great Britain, because the j 





central government in Prague was already under the influence of the German 
aggressors, This memorandum was accompanied by a set of maps and statistics 
concerning the Munich "Agreement" and the methods and effects of its 
application. It was proved by the memorandum and the annexed maps and 


diagrams that almost the entire Czech areas were occupied by Gcrmany in 





cretion of the Munich "Agreement". It was proved in the memorandum that‏ :أ 
not only the ethnological principle laid dorm as. a basis of the Munich‏ 


"Agreement" was violated, but also the principle of the economic viability 





* 


of the Czechoslovak Republic which was assumed by the Munich "Agreement" e 
The Czechoslovak Republic was occupied on the basis of a strategical 
consideration as territory needed for the future German aggression and thus 
to be conquered entirely, therefore, communications between the various 
regions of the Czechoslovak Republic were rendered useless, and food 
supplies for the toms seriously curtailed, the only purpose of the occupation L3 
being to make Czechoslovakia ripe for total occupation. The WT 


asks for the rectification of the frontiers according to the ethnological 





O 1: and for economic help promised by the powers in Munich and 
eoncludes:- "The Czechoslovak Republic, economically secured by financial 
assistance, supported by its natural wealth and its progressive and hard- 
working population, loyally co-operating with all its neighbours but 
preserving its neutrality and independence, will be a valuable factor in 


‘that task of consolidation and pacification which the Western Powers are 





endeavouring to achieve, and for which they claim the Munich "Agreement" 
to be the ‘starting-point. If this process is not rendered possible by 
an equitable rectification of the frontiers and adequate economic assistance 


to the Czechoslovak Republic, Munich will not have been the end of difficulties, 


but the beginning of new ones which will culminate in a disaster, not limited 
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to one part of Euroooc. Th "3 le c OF m letter and the matorial 
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importance of the present 


n relation to the future 


ww tragically the conclusion of the 
memorand 
September 25, 1938 three days before the 
Munich "Agreement", HITLER stated in a speech 
' before us stands the last problem 
l be solved. It is the last territorial claim 
in Europe. I have assured Chamberlain that at the moment 
problems with her own minorities peaceably, 
no further interests in the Czechoslovak State. and that is guaranteed 


" 3 ىه" 
© + .مه وعم ووه erlain‏ 


:olaticn of this solemn pledge and of the Munich "Agreement" 
HITLER occupied on Marc! ) by hemia and Moravia. He conguered a 
territory which was necessary for him in order to prepare further aggressions 
and to complete his preparations for World War II. 
It is unnecessary to deal with the so-called "agreement" concluded 
between HITLER and the late president of the Czechoslovak Republic, Dre 
Emil HACHA in Berlin on the night 14/15 March , 1939. Before this 
so-called "agreement" was concluded the German troops had already 
penetrated into, Czechoslovak territory in the afternoon of March lk 
There is no question about the invalidity of this so-called “agreement”, 
in fact there were no negotiations and no agreement. HACHA and his 
forcign minister Dr. CHVALKOVSKY were simply ordered to sign a slip of 
paper already prepared by HITLER. We refer to the French Yellow Book 
on this point published in February 1940. Both Great Britain and France 
refused expressly to recognize the occupation of the semaihdor of 
Czechoslovaiae The French Government stated explicitly through 
their Ambassador in Berlin: 

government of the Republic considers in fact that as 

1 


a result of the action undertaken by the Reich against Czechoslovakia, 


it is confronted with a flagrant violation of the letter and spirit of 


the "Agreement" signed in Munich on 29th September 1958," The British 
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i becn read to mo 1 recallod exactly 


pinion expressed in the memorandum. 


B, ECER 
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Neville HZNIER on 21st May, 1958. 

talk on page 156 of his book = "Failure 
thereupon turned in wrath to 

Germans near Eger, and used, as regards 
rchensible bloodthirsty language. They would, 
women and children and all, When I 
observed that while the death two Germans was greatly to be 

should die rather than hundreds 


was that every German was ready 


P, interrogated about this point admitted that the incident 

rans was discussed, and continued: "If it was stated that I 

threatened that the whole Czech people, m women and children would 
با‎ ly untrue, 


enh. y 


ND TRSON an infamous lior. HENDERSON 


to reconcile Germany with the Western 


Powers. His poli was a wrong one, disastrous for the peace of Europe 
and the world, but there is no doubt that H NIERSON was an honest man. He 
cannot bc 1 [1 io court as witness but his book is valuable 
evidenc 

x 


(b) Then Col. Dr. B, ECER expre 3 RIBSENTROP: "Is it your opinion 
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on March 15, 1959, was a violation 
spect 
to Ci 3SRLAIN 
occupation "Lebensnotwendigkcit Deut se 
| "n 
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sity for Germany). 
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er the conclusion of the Munich Agreement 
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HITLER told me by telephone that CHAMBERLAIN had sent hin the next day 


& paper containing, as far as I remember, two points: 

(a) The confirmation of the German-English Naval Agreement. 

(b) The dnolaratt an that Germany will have no further territorial 

claims in Europe. 

Adolf HITLER signed it. 

After the occupation of Czechoslovakia I was worried about the reaction z 
in England and I told the Fuehrer that it seens to ne that the occupation is 
in contra-distinction with the above-mentioned pledge given to CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Fuehrer explained to me in detail why he was obliged to take this stop." 

We add in conclusion a passage from Neville HENDERSON 's above-mentioned 
book. He is in this respect a witness. He worked for the appeasement of 
Germany, he had many friends among the German Nazis, he was without any 
prejudice against the Nazis and yet he came, as far as the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia was concerned, to the following conclusions: (page 209-210) 
"By the occupation of Prague, HITLER put himself once for all morally and 
unquestionably in the wrong, and destroyed the entire arguable validity of 
the German case as regards the Treaty of Versailles. After Praguc, Nazism 
ceased to be national and racial, and became purely dynamic and felonious. 
By his callous destruction of the hard and newly won liberty of a free 
and independent people, HITLER deliberately violated the Munich Agrecment, 
which he had signed not quite six months before, and his undertaking to 
Mr, CHAMBERLAIN; once the Sudctenlands had been incorporated in the Reich, 
to respect the independence and integrity of the Czech people. Thereafter 
HITLER’ s word could never more be trusted, nor could the most pacifically 
minded disregard the rape of Prague. It was ^ repetition in another form 
of Belgium 1914, and it is no exaggeration to say that in 1959 also the war 
has been caused by the deliberate tearing up by Germany of a senap of paper. 
‘Up till that March, as I wrote in my final report » the German ship of State 
-had flown the German national flag. On those Ides of March its captain 
defiantly hoisted the skull and crossbones of the pirate, and appeared under 
his true colours as an unprincipled menace to European peace and liberty." 

And on page 214: "The annexation of Bohemia and Moravia constitutos 


a wrong which will always be calling for redress, and though it may have 


ا اا ' TE‏ 
0034 — 2392 





a facile tr&unph, 


> ١ ^ ^4 ate tt + 
moni wnaQ snovwm LUS 


1 : 
r. را‎ NN 
37110841 


destruction of ch independence, and 


9 Polcs, he h d himself in th: 


si nas u 


" 


of all menaces to humanity, & criminal one. 


"Ulli . 


ptelil. H2352 — 0035 ° 





MI 


H2352 — 0036 


۰ D 3 -. T. ۳۹ l^ s 
Vas LUNI هه‎ eles cic! ألا‎ 


^ 








linc cf demarcation as no; drawn 5 
stipulations You w sce from the maps and diagrams that the 
occupation extended also to territory predominantly 
Czech. Thus, the following predominantly or almost entirely 
in the province of Moravia-Silesia werc occupied by German, 


District (Table 1 and Diagram 5): 
Hlučá 95 16% Czechs k 6776 Germans 
Hodonin $ 88,00%  " 
Bi lovec 73,806. " 
Opava. 55 685% . " 


Parts of Districts (Table 1 and Diag 


Zábřeh 9 و‎ 05% ochs L0,81%. Germans 
Mor. Krumlov 22 1/0 15,40 ر‎ 
Novy Jičín زب‎ ye Toe“ " 


Communes (Table 2 and Diagram 


Epdnlavioo 

Stramberk 

Poli ška (Bohemia) 

Pribor 

Klimkovice 

Mor. Krumlov 9 م‎ 4,570 

Hlu^in 59.16 10.45% 
Koprivnice 36 e 39% 13.5470 
Břeclav 1 11.76% 
Zábřeh 98. T 156 30.96% 
znojmo +57 335425» 


Although the Munich Agreement and the Berlin decisions 
occupation concern only Germany directly, and left the territ 
adjustments between Poland and hungary Ot > side and 
vak Republic on the other to form the subject of direct negotiations 
between the Governments concerne he mans of the territory and 
ced discrepancy 
regards | letter and spirit of. the Munich Agreement. 
Thus, the following predûaıinantly or almost entirely Czech 
were occupied by Poland 
Distric ots (Table l and 
Fryštát 65.15% Czech 25.57% Polos 
Communes. (Table : and Diagram 4): 
Petrvald 95,8876 Czechs 
Orlová 81,0579 ^ 
] A: P ATE. 
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ccupation the 


` 5 . , 4 To 0 ` 0 
have changed in the course of 20 years as n resu of the national 


movement. of population, partly also. becausc 


. = 


ish nationality (as did the census carricd out in Czechoslovakia 
in 1920 and 1930), but recorded only the "Umgangssprache" i.e, the 
language commonly used 

figures relating to the Germans 
Jews, of whom there was a considerable 0 
towns, and nearly all of whom registered German as 


common usc, he German Government, however, has excluded 


*] 


the Jews from the German racial community, and the German character of 
the occupied arcas cannot therefore be gauged by including tho Jewish 


population among the German: As a sult of this criterion, too, the 


figures relating to Germans LUGI very largi uber of Czcohs who 


their dealings with 


ccording. to nationality 


It may here be pointed out,however, that the German occupation 


` R 


incluücd a munber of districts and communes which were preponderant Ly 


Czech even according to the Thus for example (Table 


Hod onin O 9% VAC oh ate 12 ) 30 e mangs 
Bi Lovec 2 DU 
Hlučín 


The new frontiers thus infringe the 


graphical re st, and actually go beyond the dan: the Godesberg 
| 


Memorandum which Mm, Chamberlain declared to be unacceptable, A can- 


parison of the Godesberg line of demarcation with the present one 


Berlin shows that the "unacceptable" Godesberg Memorandum 
Moravsk? Krumlov and Kopřivnice in the 


a for German occupatione 


Hence, for ethnographical reasons\alone a rectification of 








WI 


oncl . to 


tho frontiers which, l assume, were provisionally established, is fully 
justificd by the terms of the Munich Agreement, the signatorics of 
which arc idically entitled to carry out this rectification and, more- 
over, > i O sO. 

new frontiers, howevor, do not infringe 
ethnographical principle which is expre ssly mentioned in 


Agreement, but they run counter also to the principle of 


‘viability of the Czechoslovak Republic which is 


by the Munich Agreement. | It should here be pointed out that the Hepre- 
sentatives of the Great Powers, especially of Great Britain and France, 
who put their signatures to the Agreement, made statements emphas izing 
the fact that the Agreement not only settled the minority question, but 
also protected the Czechoslovak Republic which, 
guaranteed by Great Britain and France, would not 
disturbing effects of the minority problem, but would 
and develop under more favourable conditions than | 

In spite of this assurance, the economic viability of the Czecho- 
slovak Republic has been seriously impairca. The renson for this is 
that the preponderant ly Czech regions and camunes were occupied only for 
motives of military and econanic strategy or, in some Cases, actually 
to serve the economic interes sts of an indi 

Thus, for cxample, the occup ition was extended to Breclav because 
it is a railway junction, to Hodslavice, because it is an important rail- 
way station, to Štramberk because it contains a large cement works, to 
Koprivnice because it contains a large railvay-carriage works and also 
one of the largest motor-car factories, to Polička, because it contains 
a munition factory, and to LoravsKky ‘rumlov, because it contains the 


estates owned by Count Kinský, a person with strong Nazi sympathies. 


(6) In an econa io respect the result is (see map No.l) that the 


communications between the various regions of the :choslovak Republic 
have been renci c ` (1 "asi! 1 ‘SS further result is tha 10:1 OC supplies 
for the towns have been se riously curtailed. 

وم علد 


s 300,000 inhabitants, loses 29% Or its supplies 
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10% of its supplies of milk (40,000 litres daily) and 50 = 70% of the 
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supplies of other foodstuffs. It will take a long tine before thesc 
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ic effects of the new frontiers which are 


EN 


for special mention: The Germans have 


power station of the Municipality of Prague 


and the reservoir at Brezova which supplies Brno with its 
Munich Agreanont took into account the possibility of such 
effects as these which inflict serious damage upon the economic life 
State, and allowed for deviations from the ethnographical frontier 
where such a course was urgent from an economic point of view. Accordingly, 
so the demand for frontier rectification is 
the Munich Agreement, partly because this economic 
of cases, identical with the ethnographical 
reason and partly > because even where the two reasons are not identical, 
in the case of the: Prague electrical power-station and the Brno re- 
rvoir) the Munich Agreement expressly permits such rectification. 
sufficiency of the Czochoslovak Republic is not, 


0 


however frontier rectification but is also, and per- 


haps mainly, a question of financial assistance in the form of a loan. 
As you are aware, the Czechoslovak Government has already applied to 
the Government of Great Britain for assistance of this kind and has met 
ith a ready response which shows a thorough understanding of the needs 
^ the situation. In this connection let me assure you that the Czecho- 
nation is accustomed to disciplined labour, and in the face of 
o to work to an even greater ex- 
tent than hitherto for the purpose of maintaining the economic existence 
of its country. It will continue and will, indced, even increase its 
output in agriculture and industry, it will construct comnunications 
and factories, it will create new economic resources, For this pur- 


not need ny: alms, for it has never rec ceived, any throughout. 


Whatever it has borrowed, it has always duly paid back, 


interest also the loan which Great Britain is about 
grant it. “The benefits from this loan will not be limited to Czecho- 
slovakia, but will be shared by the whole of Europe, and these benefits 
will be both of an economic and a political character. The ncutrality 
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Abolition of Human Rights 
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LLLI 
Other Cultural Crimes. 
Monument se 
Cultural Momorials. 
Literature, 
Theatres. 


Assaults against onal Dignity. 
Persecution of "Sokol". 

Religious, Persecution. 

fe Catholic Church. 

De Czechoslovak National Church 

Ge Protestant Churches. 
Czech Orthodox Church. 
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T III, Destruction of Czech Economic Life, -0 
inmediate Robbery. 
Economic Germanisation, 
Ae Rural Expropriation. 
B. Expropriation of Banks and Holdings. 


Destruction of the National Industry, 


Compulsory Organisation. 


Armament Factorics. 
Goering Concern, 


Light Industry. 


Finacial Plunder. 
aa, . Assault on the Currency. 


3 


bb, Clearing "Agreement". 

cc. Credit Exploitation. 

dû. Taxes. 

CCo Customs Union, 

Forced Labour. 

2 1939 E 1941, 

De 194.2. 

o, Arbitrary of FRANK and BERTSCH. 
de TOL- 

Cə Conclusions 


Other Spoliations. 


IV. War on Jews. 
The Constitutional Law, 
Aftor Munich. 
After the Invasion of March 
Ghetto in Terezin. 


Figures. 
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V, -Terrori sms 


Police Terrorism. 


De The Power of the Police. 


De Concentration Camps. 

Criminal Courts. 

a. The People's Court (Volksgerichtshof) 

De Special Courts (Sondergerichte ) 

The State of Civil Emergency (Ziviler Ausnahmezustand) 
a. The State of Civil Emergency (28.9.41 = 19.1.42). 
b. The State of Civil Emergency (270542 = 30712 (۰ 


(Lidice and LeZáky). 


" 
v 


Tho Persons Resncensible in the Opinion of the 
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Czechoslovak Government an i the United Nations 
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War Crimes Commission. 
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Col. Dr. B. ECHR, 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 
zechoslovak Repr resentative on the ۱ 
United Nations War Crimes Commission. London, September 29th 193955, 


CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT 


(ad para, L, page 3 of the letter of Justice Jackson 


to Lord Wright of 5th July, 1945) 


WOM DTICM TOT n APTI Th r> yT NIC TIM TARTS 
T. DESTRUCTION OF n noH Li OC LYTI LIN STITUTIONS. 


le 
a) After Munich, 

The Agreement of Munich, an economic and strategic deathblow 
to the Republic, meant politically.its submission under the will 
and intentions of Germany. (see Part III). 

Germany forced the Czechoslovak Government to bring Ozecho- 
slovakia s foreign and home policy into line with the 
Nazi Germany. Step by step the prerogatives of an independent State 


abolished, and the Republic was in fact governed by directives, 


requests and even commands from Berlin, although there was still in 


(President, Government, Parliament). 
b) Tho "Protecto rato", 

The very title of "Protectorate" imposed on Bohemia and 
Moravia was a constitutional offence; on one cf the oldest and 
politically, economically and culturally matured nations a status 
was imposed which is normally reserved by European colonial Great 
Powers for backward native nations in Africa who are unable to 
administer thetaselves independently. 

Tho "Fuchrererlass" (Decree of the Fuchrer and Reich 
Chancellor on the Establishment of the Protectorate "Bohemia and 
Moravia") of March 16th, 1939, R.G.Bl.I, p.455 (Annex 1) the 
fundamental Act of the "Protectorate", proclaimed in its Article 5 


that "the Protectorate of Bohaaig and Moravia is autonomous", but 
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authorising the Rei he Reich to interfere with 


a real autonomy by 


that autonomy. 
its doubtful autonomy wes subsequently openly violated 
by enactments and just via facti as well. ۰ One of 


ts is e.g. “Ordinance on legislation in the Protectorate 


Protector is authorised to change 
by 0 aut ono s law if the is some joint interest; if 


th ero 3 +Y, 
UGLU -— + 


h Pre as tho authority 
to issuc provisions of any kind. (The Reich Protector, of course, 


himeelf whet TN : , 3 EC‏ ىق كمد 
decides himself whether there is : n delay, }‏ 


and Liberticss 


K مس‎ eee ee 


before Munich in the so-called "Sudeten Arca", Czechs, 


non-Honlein Germans and Jews had to suffer under the terror of the 


Henlein Nazi (see Part I). 


4 


The Agreement of Munich forced tho Republie sto codo 738,502 
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citizens of Czech language and race to Germany. Those poople 


thus deprived, with a stroke, of all danooratic rights and liberties 
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ceded areas were completely outlawed. 


Czechs, 


German democrats and Jows, in so far as they did not succeed in 


flocing from the ceded arcas, were oxposed to all sorts of humiliation, 


robbery, ill-trentment and even to assassination. 


Ky inte gated: by Colonel Dr. B. FIR 
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Tho influcnce of undemocratic elements increased and various 
restrictions and prohibitions cut democratic rights ond liberties. 
The press Gege was, via facti, subjected to German censorship, though 
not yet exercised openly. 
(b) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1959. 

سے س سے —— ع جور ی رو ل 

Protection of family rights and honour, of individual life 
personal frecdan, of rights of property was abolished. A terror- 


of Gestapo was set upe (Details see Section Ve) 


3 جم‎ 
(3) Suppression of the Free Presse 
(a) After Munich. 
(aa) In the arcas ceded to Germany. 
In the coded areas, with a stroke, the total suppression of 
the free press and its complete Nazification took place. 


— مت مت — < 


(bb), In the Other Arcas of the Republic, 
: The Czech press, although apparently still free, was actually 
put under the control of German censorship. 
(b) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1939. 
of the German occupation Herr von GREGORY, former 
the Germin Legation in Prague, became master of 
Ho established a three-fold censorship of the 
zech presse In every editorial office a Czech speaking German 
was appointcd "house censor". The censor had to read every word which 
went to tho printer = even in advertisements = and had to endorse 
^s which flowed in ^ steady stream from GREGORY's office. 
Articles were written in the Protector s press office and signed 


| 


with the name of tho editor in chief, or of the political correspondent, 


They were-to be printed without alteration, Editors who rofused to 


consent to this misuse of their names were sent to concentration 
campse Stop by stop the is replaced by their own personnel most 
of the former staffs of the Czech editorial offices. New "Czech" 
periodicals were published to fostor the "idea of the Reich", 
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(4) Suppression of Parliament. 


(a) After Munich. 

On October 20th, 1958, tho Czech Government, on orders fram 
Berlin dissolved the Communist Party and deprived 30 communist 
members of their seats in the Parliament. 

Then the Rump Parliament met first on November 30th, 1938, 
in order to elect a new State President. 

On December 15th, 1939, the Rump Parliament, under Berlin 
pressure and in flagrant violation of the constitution of the 
Republic, authorised President HACHA by the so-called "Constitutional 
Enabling Act" to change, by mere personal decrees, even vital 
constitutional laws and to change the constitution itsclf. 

Then the Rump Parliament adjourned and never did meet sg^in. 
The Czechoslovak democracy was virtually abolished, the Parliament 
in fact suppressed. 

(b) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1959, 
Just a few days after the invasion, the Parliament was dis- 


solved by Decree of President HÁCHA, 
(5) Abolition of Local Government. 


(a) After Munich. 

In the ceded areas the Nazification of local govermment was 
accomplished, In the other areas no substantial change in the 
local government took place. 

(b) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1939. 

By Decree of the Reich Protector of September lst, 1939), 
R.G.Bl.I.pe1681 (Amex 2,), thc Protectorate was divided into ‘seven 
administrative areas each headed by a German "Oberlandrat" responsible 
to the Protector but otherwise exercising absolute power. 

Although the local government was put under the pressure of 
the central government influenced already by the Germans, the 


local authorities were forced to admit Nazi members to the local 
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councils, In some Czech cities and toms with German minority, the 
German members of the local government constituted thanselves as 
National Socialist. Groupss “These Nazis became the instruments of 
xerman Nazi policy in the sphere of local administration, 

The provincial representative bodies both of Bohemia and Moravia 
were dissolved. Even in purely Czech districts and towns the Nazis 
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At. Brno, the capital of Moravia, with 80% Czech m 
town council was abolished, many members with the Lord Mayor at the 
head were sent to concentration oc: mps and a German Lord Mayor - 
assisted by German officials - was appointed. In Praguc, an almost 
purely Czech capital of tho Republic, the Czech ‘Lord Mayor and many 
councillors were sent to concentration camps, a new Czech Lord Mayor; 


who obeyed German orders, was appointed. A German was appointed 


his deputy. The town administration was put under German orácrs, 





In many other cities and towns the Czech mayors were replaced by 


١ e^ ود سسب ۱ بعد‎ A. «er +, (YAYA cs mme > M »— — n ۱ Data 
werman mayors or governmental comüissars Dy decision of the Reich 


Protector. 
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By virtue of a Decree of HITLER conce ning the "simplification 


of administration in the Protectorate" of May 7th, 1942, 61 p. 
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In the ceded areas the Nazi totalitarian régime, already ex isting 
de facto, was immediately fon ally introduced, 
SUG WAS upro ted 
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parties were forced to enter one or other of two officially authorised — 
` parties: the Party of National Unity and the Party of Labour. 

The Social Democratic Party had already formally broken away 
from its international affiliations; the Communist Party was soon 
afterwards dissolved; and a decree made it illegal to form any new 
party without the direct sanction of the Goverment. 

It was the first step on the way to a total party systan. 

The free Trade Unions passed through a similar development. 
(b) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1939. 

On April lst, 1939, the two surviving parties were fused into 
& single totalitarian party, which, however, was later dissolved 
so that a Czech Political Party no longer existed. 

The Trade Union movement had lost not only its freedom, but 


virtually ceased to exist. 


TESTRUCTION OF CZECH CULTURAL LIFE. 


I le illustrate the idea of the Nazi assaults upon the national 
cultural life by the following quotations:- 

The author of an article in THE TIMES published under the 
title "Martyred Czechs" in November 1939 reports that one of the 
Sudeten German chiefs had informed him that the aim of Nazi policy 
in Bohemia was "to smash the brains out of the Czechs", to destroy 
the intellectual strata which had "disturbed the desirable relation- 
ship which used to exist between German employer and Czech employee". 

K.H., FRANK, who was appointed Secretary of State and deputy 
to the Reich Protector NEURATH in March 1939 and in August 191.5 
became Staatsminister and the Head of the German Executive in the 
CEE عن‎ said: "The Czechs. are only fit to be used as worker's 


and peasants." 
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n universities and colleges to be re-opened: "If 
the war will be won by England, you will open your. schools yourselves; 
if Germany wins an clementary school with five classes will be enough 
V you," 
These quotations show the systematic Nazi projects of trans- 


forming the Czech people into a mass of labourers and stripping it 


of its intellectunl élite, 


(2) 


23th, 1939,-the people of Prague demonstrated 
their loyalty to the Republic by observing the day as a national 
holiday just as had been done for the previous 20 years. The German 
police, personally assisted by K.H. FRANK, used all sorts of violence 
to suppress the demonstration. Among the many arrested was Jan OPLETAL, 
a 2l-year old student of the Faculty of Medicine at the Charles 
University, who later died of his wounds which he had received at 
the hands of the Gestapo. E 
The University students were prohibited from attending OPLETAL s 
funcral on November 15th, but they assembled in front of the church, 
and as the coffin was borne out they shouted various kcywords.e 
afterwards a crowd of students assenbled on the Old Town Square, 
pons vere used agains he Ss stude Turbulence arose 


instigated by special German formations spread throughout the 


The German Assault, 
K. Z, Z. zz. 


On the following day, November 16th, Reich Protector NEURATH 
and State Secretary FRANK left for Berlin by aeroplane’ and had a 
| 
meeting with the raging HITLER, In the course of the same day strong 


ictachnents of SA and SS reinforced by motorised regiments with full 


equipment, left 
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the card-indexes destroyed or 0 
(3) Suppression of Czech Schools. 


ne Hich py La iducation, 
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(aa) Closure of the Universities. 
secretary K.H, FRANK, in November 1939, as onc of the 
'emonstration, personally ordered 
losurc for a period of three ycars, of all Czech establishments of 


4. 


> University students who were still at liberty, were forbidden 
to exercise an intellectual profession and were invited to find manual 


occupation within 48 hours, failing which they would be sent to labour 


closure of the universities was aggravated by the closure 

of the great scientific librarics and of all institutions capable of 
offering intellectual sustenance to the students who had been expelled 
from the universities, The library of the University of Prague was henoe- 
forth accessible only to Germans. 
(bb) S Suppression of Scientific Life. 

rhe closing down of Czech universities and colleges was 
merely the first step tov s the complete suppression of the whole Czech 
scientific life. | Czech university professors were either pensioned 
or transferred to functions which made scientific work impossible; 
the buildings of scientific institutions were handed over either to 
German universities and colleges or to German military and civil authorities. 
The Germans removed all scientific instruments and books and even camplete 
laboratories to Germany, saying that the Czechs would no longer need 
theme Numbers of works of art, pictures, statues and rare manuscripts 
stolen from Prague University library and fran private collections 
cannot be calculated, nor their value cstimated. Scientific collections 
were also given to German schools provided they were not 


piecemeal. A decree issued by the Protector on October 23rd, 1940, 
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A decree of the- Autumn of 1942 ordered all university libraries 


(b) Cultural Memorials; 


"d 
` d 


to hand over all early printed Czech works and first editions to 
the Germans. The collections in the National Museum were pillaged 
„and the Modern Art goddery containing a unique collection of Czech 
art of the 19th and 20th centuries with. some precious specimens of 
foreign (mainly French) art was closed. 

| The crown jewels of the ancient Czech Kings had to be handed 
over to HEYDRICH, 

K.H, FRANK, interrogated by Col. Dr. ECER on June 10, 1945, 
at Wiesbaden, admitted that he received orders fron Martin BORMANN 
to remove to Linz fran Bohemia and Moravia several specially valuable 
paintings of old masters. A million Reichsmarks were put at the 
disposal of the Reich Protector for the purchase of substitute 


paintings, 


(c) Literature. 


Translations 3f works of English, French and Russian authors, 
classic and modern, were withdrawn from circulation. The severest 
censorship was applied to the works of living Czech authors. Czech 
publishers suffered heavy losses; the Germans liquidated many 
progressive publishing firms by the simple process of sending their 
proprietors to concentration camps. 

All the political literature of the Frec Republic as well as 
the works of the men who brought about the Czech Revival in the l8th 
and 19th centuries were banned. Books by authors of Jewish origin 
were Prohibited, as well as the works of writers who were political 
suspectse The Germans bannod the Czech classics such as the works 
of Jan HUS, the 15th century Czech Reformer, Alois JIRÁSEK, the 
modern hi storical novelist and Viktor DYK, the poet, and others. 
(a) Theatres. 

Tim Germans took —— of the Czech theatres among them 


the famous Stavovské Divadlo in Praguc. 
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(e) Assaults against National Dimity. 


HEYDRICH introducod as conpulsory the Nazi salute in Czech 
offices and orderod tho Nazi "Horst Wessel" song to be played in 
the Prague Czech National Theatre. He forced the Czech Government to 
include the Reich German member BERTSCH in the Cabinet, thus making 

| German the official language of the Czech Cabinet meetings and sub- 
sequently that of the whole state administration. In certain 
villages the German authorities forbade even the singing of Czech 
folk-songs and of the National Anthem “Kae domov mij?" (Where is my 
home ?) 

All those undertakings have to be taken into consideration as 
part of a comprehensive master plan of grave attempts to de-nationalise 
the inhabitants of occupied territory, designed to undermine the 
Czech cultural tradition and to stamp out Czech national jife by 

üci-loving people with the poison of 
Nazi idcology. 
(f) Persecut i: n of "Sokol". 

Representatives of the gymnastic association "Sokol" ("Falcon") 
with one million members, immediately after the invasion joined 
the resistance movement, both the underground movement at home and 
the movement abroad. The Sokol idea united the members of the 
armies abroad) and kept them strong and enthusiastic even during the 
hardest times and it was the same, or oven more,2t home. The Gestapo, 
was aware of the danger and, for that reason, acted so severely. 

At the beginning they proceeded moderately, but when they found that 
the Sokols were unshakeable they began to use force. The first 


arrests were made on the day of the occupation of Czechoslovakia, 


but many more were made on September 1, 1939. Then followed a more 


extensive arresting of individuals and groups. In February 1910, 
the first of the heads and the secretary of the Sokol headquarters 
Were arrested for co-operation with military underground organi sation. 


At Easter 1941, the activities of the Sokol organisation were stopped 
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and its property was secured. In July 1941, the head of the organis- 
&tion and à number of important workers were ested. and shot according 
to martial law. After that things wont quickl y ahead. On October 8th, 
1941, the Sokol organisation was dissolved, its property confiscated 
and the leading functionaries, also those of the district associations, 
were arrested. All the property was ruined, the installations de spoiled 
and destroyed or taken away. 1 1012.18 5 were handed over to 
the Hitler Jugend, tho army and the military hospitals. Immovables 
savings and securities were stolen. Over one thousand million crowns 
TEC were forfeited to the Germans. Next came the trials and 
murders, torturing and killing of the functionaries and members of the 
Sokol organisation. The balance is a sad ones the headquarters 
have lost 92% of their functionaries and from the district associations 
almost 80% of the leaders are nissing. The total number of those who 
met their death during the six-yoar-long occupation, amounts ur 
to date to about 20,000 persons. 

Other aspects and facts of criminal attempts or de-nationalisation 
are dealt with under the heading "Destruction of Czech Economic Life" 


5). Religious Persecution, 


pression of religious liberties in Czechoslovakia and 
of the educational anà nation: on of the Church is typical of 
what the Nazis wished to enforce as a rule of darkness over the whole 
of Europe. 
(a) Catholic Church. 
The maltreatment of the Roman Catholic pricsts was very severe, 


In the arcas annexed to Germany after Munich a number 


Czech origin were robbed of their property and expe 


persecution began with the occupation of Bohemia and Moravia, 
Pilgrimages to the National shrines were prohibit 
outbreak of war, 4907 Catholic pri 


ted and sent to concentration camps as hos TY 
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Venerable high ecclesiastical dignitaries were dragged to concentration 
camps in Germany. It was a common sight on the roads near to the . 
concentration camps to sec a pricst dressed in rags, exhausted, pulling 
a nur and behind him a youth in SA uniform,whip in hand. Religious 
orders were dissolved and liquidated, their charitable institutions 
closed down and their members expelled or else forced to compulsory 
labour in Germany. All religious instruction in Czech schools was 
suppressed. Most of the weeklies and monthlies which the Catholics; 
had published in Czechoslovakia, had been suppressed fran the very ۳ 


beginning of the occupation. The Catholic gymnastic organisation 


"Orel" with 800,000 members was dissolved and its property was con- 


fiscated. Toa great extent Catholic church property was seized for 
tho benefit of- the Reich. 
(b) Ozechoslcvak National Church. 

The Czechoslovak National Church was persecuted because of its 
very name, becauge of its Hussite sympathies and democratic constitution 
and because of its connection with tho establishment of the Czechoslo- 
vak Republic. The Czechoslovak Church in Slovakia was entirely prohibited 
and its property confiscated under German compulsion in 1940. It has 
been allowed to exist in Bohemia and Moravia but in a crippled form 
under the name of the Czecho-Moravian Church. 

(c) Protestant Churches. _ 

The Protestant Churches were deprived of freedan to preach 
the gospel. German secret state police watched closely whether the 
clergy observed the restrictions imposed on it. Nazi censorship 
went so far as to suppress hymns that praised God for the nation's 
liberation fram tho hands of the enemy, Some passages from the Bible 
were not allowed to be read in public at all, the Nazis strongly | 
objected to some christian doctrine being promulgated from the pulpit, 
e.g. those about the equality of all men before God, the universal 
character of the church of Christ, the Judaistic origins of the 


gospel etc. 
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the night there in the famous castle Hradčany., Early next day he left, 
but he took with him a number of valuable tapestries. We mention this 
robbery not owing to the valua of those gobelins, but as an example set 
by the head of- the Party and the German State on the very first day 

of invasion, 


The German troops who invaded Prague brought with them a German 


staff of economic experts, i.c. of experts in economic looting. 


Everything that could be of some value to Germany was taken, 
espeoially considerable stocks of raw materials, vast stocks of copper, 
tin, iron, cotton, wool, great stocks of food, etc. 

Rolling stock, carriages, engines and so on were taken by the 
Reich. All tho rails in the Protectorate which were in good condition 
were taken up and sent to Germany, and they were afterwards replaced by 
old rails brought from Germany. New trolley-buses which were on order 
| for the Prague Municipal Tramways and had just been completed were 
deflected fron their Bras and sent to the Reich. 

The vessels belonging to the Czechoslovak Danube Stcam Navigation 
Company (the majority of their shares belong to the Czechoslovak State) 
` Were divided between the Reich and Hungary. 

Valuable objects of art and furniture disappeared from public 
buildings, without even an attempt at a legal justification of this 
robbery; pictures, statues, tapestries were taken to Germany - the 
Czech National Museum, the Modern Art Gallery, public and privato 
collections were plundered. 

The Reich German Commissar of the Czechoslovak National Bank 
stopped all payments of monies abroad and seized all the gold reserves 
and forcign bills in the Protectorate. Thus the Germans took | 
25,000 kilogrammes of gold to a nominal value of 757,000 million | 
crowns (5,265,000) by transferring the gold deposited $é the Bank 


of International Settlement to the Reichsbank. 
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Ae Rural Pxpropriation, 

In the areas occupied by the German army at the beginning 
of October 1958 Germany began to settle her nationals on all farms 
vhosé Czech or Jewish occupants had fled for political or racial 
reasons, 

The Cacchoslovak Land Reform Act of 1919, in so far as it 
benefited Czech nationals, was declared invalid; Czech settlers were 
expelled from their estates and compelled to relinquish their cattle, 
agricultural implements and ۵ e 

On paper the Czech settlers were compensated; in fact they 
were charged tnxcs and sums to cover the "deliberate damage" they were 
said to have caused by escaping. ‘These taxes and sums more than 
balanced tho compensation. 

The big agricultural estates and State forests of the 


0 ۳ 


Czechoslovak ublic became automat 


cally~ Reich property an 
under the jurisdiction of .the Reich Ministries concerned. 
Abb) After Invasion of March 15th, 1959. = 

After the invasion German managers, supervisors and foremen 
replaced the representatives of the Czechoslovak Republic in 
state-owned plants. 

anisation of private estates began, of course, with 

the catch-word "Aryani sation" « 

The Germanimtion of rural Bohemia and Moravia was entrusted 
to a special body called "Deutsche Sicdlungsgesellschaft" (German 


۱ 
Settlement Society), located in Prague, 


Czech 


`; peasants were offered compensation for their estates 
but inadequate prices. 
Rural.Germnanisation, apart from Germnanisation pure and 


simple, aimed at pauperising as many well-to-do Czechs as possible. 


The Nazis did their utmost to get all they could out of 
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Czech agriculture. Here too, their aim was twofold: to get hold of 

7 
as much food-stuff as they could and to germanise ag 
Farmers were turned out of their farms to make way for German 


settlers - whole agricultural districts had been cleared of Czechs in 


this ways The agricultural Co-operatives charged with tne control of 





production were transformed into compulsory organis.tions and were 
progressively germanisod. 

The looting of property and wealth was followed by the pillaging 
of products of the soil. Heavy fines and often death penalty were 


imposed on Czech peasants for intentionally disregarding. the order 


about production, delivery and rationing 
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e Expropriation of Banks and Holdinzs. 
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in Uzechosiovakia industrial undertakings are directly financed 


by the banks, which often own or control the majorit 
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After Munich two big German banks, the Dresdner Bank and the z 


Deutsche Bank took over the branches of Prague banks, gituetoà 


in 
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the ceded territory... Thus the Dresdner Bank took over 


ver, among others 





32 branches of the Bohemian Discount Bank, and the Deuts 
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among ot;ners, 25 branches of the Bohemian Union Ban! 
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soon ns these two German banks had gamed control of 6 
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| nme Eranch Banks they endeavoured to gain influence also upon 


the Prague Headquarters of the respective banks. 
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Czechoslovak banks were JOLNG stock companics. Livery 
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Joint Stock Company even with only one Jewish director was considere 


to be Jewish. Thus non-Jewish property was taken over as well, | 





b) After Invasion of March 15th, 1939, 

After the invasion several Czechoslovak banks in Bohemia 
becar iC و‎ by means of the aryan 
Dresden; the German bank took over, among others, the Union Bank of 


Bohemine In this way all financial interests which these banks ۵ 





in Czech industry as well as their entire share-capital, fell into 


German hands. 


Hence started the penetration of German bank capital into 


the Czech banks, their expropriation and incorporation into the German 


The "D 


Dresdner Bank" (being the actual establishment for 
unds of the National Socialist Party) and the "Deutsche 
Bank" were officially cntrusted with the task of expropriating the 
funds belonging to the Czechoslovak Banking concerns. 

By diverse "transactions", by gaining influence through the 

Branch 
SudeteníBanks upon the Prague Headquarters of the respective banks, by 
reducing the share capital and then increasing it with German help, 
by acquisition of industrial holdings and this gaining influence upon 
the controlling banks, by depriving banks of their industrial interest, 
ctc., the two Berlin banks gained complete control over the banks of 
the Protectorate. Gestapo terror helped them. 

The control of the Czechoslovak banks meant actually the control 
over practically the whole industry directed by the. Dresdner Bank and 
Deutsche Bank on the one hand, and by the big German industrial 8 
on the other hand. 
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(a) Compulsory Organisati 

After the invasion the Germans introduced on the German model 
a compulsory organisation of the Czech industry of the Protectorate. 
They appointed a committee of the new association and of all the 


manufacturing "groups" putting at least one:Nazi on cach of them either 


as chairman or vice-chairman or quite innocently as an ordinary’ member. 


Practically all the Czech members remaincd mere lay figures. 


(b) rmament factorics. 


! 
The Dresdner Bank acquired the most important armament 

factories of Czechoslovakia, i.c. the Skoda Works in Plzen and the 

Czechoslovak Zbrojovka in Brn "he private share-holders were 


forced to surrender their shares far below their actual value; the 
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Bank and the Reichsbank. 
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in its weekly statements under 
the heading “other assets", although they were doubtful from the 
beginning and worthless at the end. 
The Account of the Czech National Bank 
figures for "other Assets” in millions 
d ۱ 3lst December 1938 
31st December 1959 
3lst December 1942 
It must, however, be borne in mind that the statement of 51st 
December 1938 gives the state of the Bank of issue covering the whole 


of the Czechoslovak Republic, 
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gives that oP the Pank.of issue covering only the Protectorate s 

By inflating ۵ 
financial plunder on the country s inherited 
of decaces of labour. 

(co) Credit Exploitation. 

The Nazis forced worthless German 
term debentures ete., upon all Czech banks and 
loaded arbitrarily the 
because they had their own Commissar in cach 
of Finance, in the National 
Savings Bank and the credit 
them+stood the Gestapo and the thri 

Protector 
finaneing th 
(ad) Taxes. 

As war broke out the Nazis fixed the “War contribution of the 
Protectorate" with an annual sum of 2,000 million crowns (EU, 200,000), 
The Nazis claimed that they 
groun is 


fought for them. 


proceeds of various indirect taxes and diverted them straight into 
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of war and the mobilisation of 
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The wording of that order Leave n doubt 
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In January 1942 the Réeich=-German Dr. Walter BERTSCH wa 
of Economy and Labour and took over control 
xponent | 
was given the power to iss 
"colleagues" in tne government. 


K.H.FRANK and BERTSCH brought about the introduction cof the 
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general provisions regarding the forced labour into the "legal order" 
ied on the territory of the Get ora This was effected 


two orders of the Protectorsté: Government order 


Ld 


planning of man-power (Reg gierungsverordnung ucber 


Massnahmen zur Lenkung der Arbeitskraefto) dated May 4, 1942, 


o he a 


19l2 and the Government Order concerning the 
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salaries and the safeguarding of labour 


morale (Regierungsverordnung ueber die Sicherung der Lohn = und 
Gchalsstabilitact sowie der Arbcitsmoral) dated December 7, 191.2 
No, LOL, 


order 15 54/1942 the duty to work was 


who were able to work. 


provided that inhabitants of the Protectorate würe also 


"on other Reich territory", that moans outside Czecho- 
mention also the Protectoratc 
youth (Regicrungsverordnung ucber die enddicnst- 
28, 1942 
inhabitants of 
ect ora t C 5 b OY 


On the 2nd February .1943 BERTSCH signed n^n order mobilising 
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war work in Gorm Czech men between as 5 years and 
omen between 45 years of age as well as certain categories of 


school 


German 
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to the Prague Government that the pre-condition of a German guarontee 
of. the new frontiers of the Republic sas-"the-prorulgation of anti- 
Seni tic laws, analogues to those of Nuremberg", 

State officials o? Jewish origin as well as school teachers 
and university professors wore pensioned | 
elimination of Jews from the-Bar, the pre 


gradual préparation when tho Germans entered Prague on 


1959, 


(3) After the Invasion of. M 


, From the very beginning of the invasion 
ation of the Jews started. There canc 


measures of social and economic 


“by thousands and soon organised 


of Jewish property and exclusio: 
dealt with in . section III, 
f The Government order | the le; 
o. 
life (Regierungsverorünunz ucbor dic 
im oeffentlichen Leben) of the hth 239, Collection No.136/1940 
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gradating restrictions, prohibitions 


mplete extermination 
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of material and moral destruction culminated 


of the outlawed and Outcast Jews in Czech slovakin, 


(2)- Ghetto in Terezín. 


(Annex 3), the Ghetto in Terezín (Ther 
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The politiosi and econcnic ends pursued by the Nazis in Ozecho- 
slovekià and their attempt to dante the Czechoslovak cultural life 
and thereby to denationalise the people, has been demonstrated in the 
preceding chapters. | 

Any resistance of the Nation was to be suppressed in its 
beginnings by terrorisme 

The most important exponents.of this terrorism were the police 


and the criminal courts. 


(1) Police Terrorism 

The arbitrary and brutal methods used by the national socialist 
police to terrorise tho Czechoslovak people are too manifold to bo 
described exhaustively. 

One of the measures applicd in all occupied countrios was the 
taking of hostages and their execution. 

Already before the outbreak of war thousands of Czech patriots 
especially Catholic and Protestant ministers, lawyers, doctors, 
teachers 666. و‎ were a rested. Morcover in every district persons were 


marked down to be taken as hostages on the first sign of any 


disturbance of "public order and security". At first there were r3 


Just threats. In 1940 KeHe FRANK announced in a speech to the leaders 
of the "National Solidarity Movement" ‘that two thousand Czeca hostages, 
detained in concentraticn camps, would be shot unless prominent Czechs 
signed a declaration of loyalty. 
later, after the attempt on HEYDRICH, many of these hostages 
were executed. 
Typical of the methods of the Nazi police terrorism was also the 
threat of reprisals against factory managers in case of any hold up 
of Work; Thus late in 1939 the Gestapo summoned the wa agers and | 9 
t 
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shop=stewards of various industrial firms and told them tha 


would bo shot in case of strike. Before loaving they had to 
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work in our factory sto 
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behaviour of their pupils Many teachers were arrested merely 
w anti-German 
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cation to one 


citizen of the 
police=network, spread over the whole 
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anisation to order 
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"Protective Cus 


and Moravia the right 
jurisdiction of the 


Lzoiloitstollon Prague and Brno, which had established branch 


iom in all r tica mtters 
(in matters of the Gestapo) were tho "Oberla ndracte since the 


administration-reform of 1 called "Inspekteure des Reichsprotektors"), 
the highest administrative officials in the Oboria ndra t-I Districts, in 
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"Protectorate" was divided, The Oberlanaraete controlled 


` 


District Police of their areè (Kreispo ligoibehoerden) and the 
Police (Ortspolizeibehoerüen) subordinate to the latter = as 


"Staatlichen Polizeiverwaltungen" (Polizcidirekti 
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were in charge - especially in larger towns - of the task of the 
District and Local Police. 

The Stactspolizeileitstellen had to perform in their area the 
dutios of the Gestapo and could use tho services of the District and 
Local Police. 

The duty of the Gestapo was above all "to prevent activities and 
endeavours inimical to Nation and State" (Werner Best, Die Deutsche 
Polizei, 1941, page 52 and 33), The Gestapo and their auxiliaries 
(District and Local Police) had to wutoh over the population and to 
track down the "activities and endonvours aiming at disturbing and 
destroying the National Order" (Best, op.cite, p.32 end 35), The 
observations of the Gestapo or the reports submitted to them by their 
auxiliaries caused eventually the application of the most important 
"Preventive Veasure" at the Gestapo s disposal; The "Protective Custody", 


The observing (spying) activities of the Gestapo mst have had: 





a distressing effect on the people. But compared with the spying 


با 


activities of the "Sicherheitsdienst" (SD) it appears almost bearable. 
The “activities and endeavours" which fell within the scope of interest 
of the Gestapo were certainly not clearly defined. Still they were 
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sphere, however, covered by the SD spy-ring, was in no way limited; 


""hoy have politically to explore and investigate principally the 
LI he 0 ` 4 ` d 
operation and the interplay of the great weltanschauliche arch- 


enomies of National Socialism ond the German people in order to afford 
possibilities for their purposive and effective combate..." The SD 
has to watch over the activities of any antagonistic elements in all 


spheres of life of the German people and so keep the State and Party 


authorities informed" (Best, op. cit., page 39۳ 





The duties of the"Sicherheitsdienst'vcre Allotted in. the 


"protectorate" to the SD Leitabschnitt:. Prague and its numerous branch 


` n ۳ wt و وج‎ Yn mhi en Teitabschnitt ^s. like every other 
offices in various, placene This SD Leitabschnitt wis, like every other, 
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of the NSDAP which, however, had to support the Security Police in 


their work. A considerable pa of the orders concerning "Protective 


itstellen was undoubtedly caused 
their reports. 
Immediately superior to the Staatspoliz eileitstellen was the 
Commander of the Security Police (Befehlshaber der si cherheitspolizei) 
who himself was subordinate to the Secretary of State (since. 1943 
Deutscher Staatsminister) as Hoherer SS. and Polizeifuehrer and to the 
on one hand and to the RSHA on the other,-- 
on") imposing of "Preventive Custody" 
(Vorbeugonde Polizeihaft) was in the competence of the "Krivinalzentrale" | 
in Prague, in Moravia ("Land Mehren") it belonged to that of the Jolioe 
Headquarters (Polizeidirektion) = 0110 (Kriminalabteilung) in Brno. " 
Xriminelzoatrale has to perform in their area the duties of the 
police, which cannot be discharged by the District of Local 
They supervise the District and Local Police (in ‘towns where 
here exist State Police Administrations (Staatliche Polizeiverwaltungen) 
respective CeleD.s),in the execution of their criminal-police duties, 
Part of the eriminal-police duties is the so-called prevention of 
crimes. The most important preventive means at the disposal of the 
criminal police is the "Preventive Custody". The Kriminalzontrale too 
and its subordinate District and Local Police authorities are charged 
with the close supervision of the population. They have to concern 
themsolves with "acts and endeavours endangering the national orden, 
which do not spring out .of political motives". With "crimes in a broad 
sense of the word", not only with acts and onmissions to be tried by 
criminal courts. (Best e Cit., p.52 and 33). Their investigations 
covered a ficld much wice han the usual sphere of inteyest of a criminal 
f 
. police and lol in case of observations not sufficient for a trial before 


iminal court to "Preventive custody". 
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(4) Incoming prisoners were tattooed with numbers on their breasts 
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(2). Working conditions were inconcoivably hard. 
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(3) No measures were taken to prevent tho spreading of infectious 


09 Incase of illness none = or entirely inadequate treatment 
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Forced Labour in Connection with Military Operations of the Enemy. 


In most of the concentration camps extensive work was done for 
the German 5 effort, At Oswiecim-Birkenau for instance, prisoners 
worked in the war production plant "Deutsche Aufruestungswerke" (DAW) 
inva factory. belonging to the Krupp works, in the tremendous plant 


for synthetic rubber "Buna", in the Schultz establishment for war 


^o 


industry and a group of internees.was occupied ‘with unloading *ombs, 
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Upon arrivel deportees were immediately deprived of all their 

belongings. On the territory of Oswiecim camp, e.g. there were 35 

special store houses where all the loot was sorted and packed to be 

sent to Germany. I | 
No figure about the total of prisoners in:all concentration 

camps is available. The numbers of inmates varied in each concentration ae 

camp from time to time. Some concentration camps changed their status 

for some periods, sometimes their operations were temporarily suspended. 

The transfer of prisoners from one concentration camp to another, 

| especially trensports from normal concentration camps to those with 

extermination devices (gas-chambers) caused overlapping of figures, 

Incoming prisoners stripped of their dodi were at the same time 

stripped of their individual personalities and became mere numbers, 

which were tattooed on their bodies. How to trace the millions gassed 

or burnt? a 
It is for the ع‎ being not yet فقوت‎ to ascertain how many 

Czechoslovak nati ده‎ were arrested by the police, imprisoned at first 

in one of the police gaols and later deported to a concentration campe 
Neither is it at present possible to stéte, at least approximately; | 

the number of those who fell victim to the ill-treatment of the police 

or perished in the police gaols or concentration camps. 

| It is, for instance, impossible to indicate how many persons 


passed through the Gestapo prison in Prague = Pankráce je only 
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know that in the last six mon hs before the liberation of the Republic 


,000 people a month and during the State of Civil 


some 50,000 a month, 


released; the others, 
tortured to death or killed straight away, 
who wore killed or died during their 
Ve know Coe that on 
beaten to death in the Gestapo prison 


rror-régire and during the 
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months following his death e ast lO. ) these must be added 


1,078 persons, who were strangled in the so-called guillotine shed. 
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dealt with below) 


‘tured to death or otherwise killed in the 
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ns fered by the "Standgerichte" (which will be 


were in the hands of the Gestapo as obviously were 


"Standgerichte" themselves, Apart from these executions the 


Kladno 
Jičín 
Klatovy 
Plzen 


Hradec Králové 


iar brought to light the following list of 


Boaten Death from 
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to death, unspecified 
causes, 
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When the Buchenw»ld concentration camp was liberated by the 
americans in April 1945, 2,662 Ozechoslovak prisoners were found 
bill alive, 
concentration camp Oswiecim neari 60,000 Czechoslovak 


in the period between April 1942 and April 3 مبلبا9‎ 


191.3 about Dachau concentration camp puts the 


number of Czechoslovak nationals a 500 Perhaps the figure given 
in that report for October 1943 about the other nationalities way convey 


" 2 > T š 
a picture of the proportion of Czech nationnls velið for other times; 


Germens; 00 political 
O "Beruf sverbrecher" 
Workshy, snti-social and 
Bible Students, 


roncnren 
Dutch 
Norwegians 
Czechs 
Catholic Priests of various 
nationalities, 
or more Poles and Russians, 


some 2,200 relatives of persons who tock refuse mai in Great 
, I 
Britain were deported to the concentration camp at Svatobořice in 


` 


Moravia and remained there during the whole time of occu tione 
- 


d . 
(a) The People s Court (Volksgerichtetiof) | 


Ws, as pointed out in previous parts 
of this report, not only occupied, but entirely annexed by the German 


| 
Roich. Especially the Decree cf 16, 3.1939 (RGB1. I,pP« 485) (Annex 1) 


only insufficicntly veils the fact that it orders the amex tion of those 


parts of the Republic which remained unocoupiod after the dictate of 


Czechoslovak People against this annemtion 


, 
Ihe People s Court was one of the 
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ware In this report, however, we are going to deal exclusively with 


that part of the activitios of the German courts in Czechoslovakia, 


the illegality of which is indisputable. We restrict ourselves, 
| 


therefore,.to that pert of their activities which are beyond the rights 
connected with the occupatio bellicas 
5 4 , 
An examination of the sentences passed by the People s Court shows 
again that even the most insignificant act which certainly 


rilitary security of the Germ ı or other 
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"legitimate interests the Occupying power", wos considered a crime 
and punished with death. That taking up of more trifles and their 
inhuman judgment explains to a great extent the great number of death 


= “ 
sentences passed by the People s Court, 


We do not think that, as said before, tho German Reich could claim چ‎ 


in Czechoslovakia the rights which international law concedes to 
belligerents cecupying enemy territory, but wish to deal in this report 


jurisdiction, which would be illegal even if the Gerran 


ensmy territory ray bo entitled to demand from 
he occupied territory to abstain from taking up a 
Lic attitude against him and to submit willingly to his legitimate 
commands and he may be entitled to punish them severely if they do not 
comply with this 00 To avoid disputable points we do not 


» 
propose to examine if the People s Court did not even go beyond these 


Indisputably illegal are, however, the sentences passed by the 
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Court on High Treaso ni not merely because High Treason 
Lg 
be committed by persons owing allegiance. The People s 
and punished with death acts of 
Czechoslovak citizens, which aimed solely at the removal of the state 
created by the annexation of the Republic and did not interfere with 
the "lecitimate" interests of the occtpying power, 

It is quite clear that the herman criminal legislation-mas not 
entitled to protect a state illegally created = as that created by the 
annexation - and that a jurisdiction, which draconically punishes an 
activity aiming at the removal of this state, does not find any basis 
in international laws 

The sentences passed by the People's Court on High Treason which 


punished Czechoslovak citizens in ptional ‘eases with many years 
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No less excessive are the sentences which were passed pursuant 
to the Ordinance concerning Special Regulations on Broadcasting, dated 
September 15t,1939 (RGBl.I, p.1683 = V.Bl.R.Prot.p.129) (Annex 9) in 
particular to $ 2 of the Ordinance: "Whoever deliberately spreads news 
which is apt to endanger the power of resistance of the German people, 
will be punished with penal servitude - in particular serious cases, 
with death". Here too the Special Courts considered most of the cases 
brought before them, "particularly serious" ones, and passed the death 
sentence, | 

Perhaps the most excessive provision applied by the Special 
Courts is contained in the Ordinance of the Reichsprotektor of Bohemia and 
Moravia on the Defence against Support of Acts Hostile to the Reich, 
dated July 3rd 1942 (V.Bl.R.Prot., p.182) (Annex 10). Remarkably enough 
this Ordinance is so-called "Gebietssonderrecht" that is to say it did 
not take effect in the German Reich, but only in the "Protectorate". 
Pursuant to Š 1 (1) of this Ordinance" anyone who gives lodgings or any 
other help to a person whom he knows or according to the circumstances 
can assume that he or she is engaged in an act hostile to the Reich, or 
who omits to notify the authorities in time” is to be punished by death. 
According to § 1 (2) "circumstances in the meaning of § 1 (1) are given 
especially in case the perpetrator is aware of the fact that the person 
concerned is not registered with the police contrary to the existing 
regulation, or does not possess a valid Identity Card", 

It is, of course, quite comprehensible that the deliberate 
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support qf a person who is "engaged in an act hostile to the Reich" is 
severely punished.. However, only in glancing through the Ordinance dated 


July 3rd 1942 is one given the impression that it does not intend anything 


else. In fact, lodging of ^ person, who "ig not registered with the polioe 


contrary to the existing regulation, or does not possess a valid Identity 
Card" is under certain circumstances, already punishable with death. - 


Solely from the fact that a person is not duly registered with the police 





authorities or docs not possess Identity papers, it mst be deduced, 
pursuant to Š 1 of the Ordinrnoc, that this person is porty to an enter- 
prise hostile to the Reich. Was he in fact party to such an enterprise, 
the Special Court has not to examine the question at all whether the 
persons who gave him lodging knew of that enterprise, That knowledge 
has, pursuant to the more than daring assumption of $ 1, to be pres 
pposed and, without admitting or considering any evidence as to the 
s of that assumption, a death — € has to be pronounced. 
No provision was applied more often by the Special Courts than 
§ با‎ of the Ordinance ‘against Destructive Elements (Annex 8), which lays 
down that "whoever, deliberately abusing the extraordinary conditions 
created by the war, commits some other offence will, in excess of the 
ordinary maximum penalty, be sentenced to penal servitude up to 15 years, 
for life, or to death, if the sound popular feeling (gesunde Volksempf inden) 
calls for it because of the particular heinousness of the offence". As 
"other crimes" were considered amongst others all, even the slightest, 
infringements against the numerous emergency regulations concerning 
economic aontrol (Kriegswirtschafts-Verordnungen). great part of the 
sentences passed by the Special Courts are death sentences against 
butchers who may have sold but small quantities of meat "under the counter", 
against bakers who supplied individual customers with bread off the 
ration; death sentences for selling cloth, cigarettes ctc., on the black 
market, for every - even an occasional and insignificant overcharge of 
the controlled ceiling prices, 
These sentences too appear criminal on account of their 
excessiveness. Moreover they are not jurisdiction but terrorism because 
the penalties they pronounced were not prescribed by the law, but 
decided upon arbitrarily by the judge. | 
5 با‎ of the quoted Ordinance deals as follows from its wording, 


only with acts which had been declared punishable before, it does not, 


however, in any way restrict the judge with regard to the penalty to 
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be imposed, § 4 is mostly concerned with offences which, before the 
validity of the Ordinance against destructive elements, were fined or 
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punished with irprisonment lasting a few days, or we: at most, 
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that the "ordinary maximum penalty" should be exceeded. As the "sound 
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popular feeling" is not a certain fact which can be established, there 
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is no reliable standard to help to decide whether it is necessary in an 
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led by the Ordinance concerning the Declaration 


State of Civil Emergency issued by the Rebh Protector in Bohemia 


and Moravia on 27.9.41 (PBl.R.Prot, p.527) (Annex 11). 
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Of the greatest significance is finally the provision that 
of civil erergency deviations from the léw in force 
and carrying out measures for the 
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preservation or restoration of public security ani order (Sec. 2, para 1 
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te of civil emergency was used 
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submitted, did not lead to any trace of the perpetrators. Not even 
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